
        September 21, 2015 

   
  VIRGINIA CRIMINAL  
  SENTENCING COMMISSION 
 

Fee Waivers for Training Seminars and  

Guidelines Manuals 



 During the November 5, 2014, meeting, Commission 
members began discussing the desirability and 
feasibility of providing manuals and training to court-
appointed attorneys free of charge. 

 The Commission directed staff to explore various 
options and report back. 

− Options included:  grants, support from non-
profit foundations, scholarships provided by 
other organizations, and partnerships with other 
agencies or organizations for training purposes.   

Background 
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 Reviewing these options, staff concluded that 
grant opportunities did not appear to be a good 
fit for this type of initiative, outside scholarships 
would be very limited, and support from other 
agencies was unlikely.  

 In June 2015, the Commission approved the 
allocation of $3,000 for one year to provide fee 
waivers for court-appointed attorneys. 

− Applications for fee waivers were to be 
evaluated based the percentage of the 
applicant’s practice focusing on indigent 
defense cases and the financial need of 
applicant (especially for new or solo 
practitioners). 

Background 
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Commission also directed staff to explore: 

 The feasibility of collaborating with other 
agencies, such as the Indigent Defense 
Commission, for training of court-appointed 
attorneys; and  

 Potential sources of matching funds. 

Background 
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 According to the IDC, there were 1,853 attorneys 
certified to perform felony court-appointed work as 
of February 27, 2015. 

 According to the Office of the Executive Secretary, 
1,539 attorneys/firms were reimbursed for felony 
cases in FY2014.  

− For multiple attorneys working for one firm, 
the reimbursement is sent to the firm and 
not the individual attorneys.  

 In FY2014, 336 defense attorneys purchased a 
guidelines manual (or update pages) and 126 paid to 
attend a guidelines seminar. 

Certified Court-Appointed Attorneys 
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Fee Waiver Application 
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Application 
for Fee Waiver   
 
Approved by 
Commission 
(June 2015) 



Fee Waiver Application 
Scoring Sheet 
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Application 
Scoring Sheet  
 
Proposed by 
Staff 



Proposed Procedure 
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 If an applicant scores at or above the threshold set 
by the Commission, staff will approve the waiver. 

 If the application scores below the threshold, staff 
will forward the application to a Commission member 
for review. 

− Commission member may consider 
approving the waiver due to a special 
circumstance (such as when the applicant 
included other information that may  
warrant an exception).  

 Commission needs to determine the score 
threshold for approving applications. 



 One attorney has submitted an application for                    
a fee waiver. 

 The individual scored 4 points on the proposed 
scoring sheet. 

 The application was then forwarded to Judge 
Hogshire, Judge Kemler, and Ms. Windmueller. 

− The application was not approved. 

Fee Waiver Applications 
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10 www.vcsc.virginia.gov 



Virginia Lawyer’s Weekly -  
Advertisement Prices 

Options for Posting Notice of  
Fee Waiver Opportunity 
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 Virginia State Bar Criminal Section newsletter 

− Deputy Director of Indigent Defense 
Commission serves on Board of Governors. 

 Virginia Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 

− Listserv:  application that distributes 
messages to subscribers on an electronic 
mailing list. 

 Indigent Defense Commission 

− Notify court-appointed attorneys seeking                    
re-certification of guidelines training 
opportunities, including application for                      
fee waiver. 

Options for Posting Notice of  
Fee Waiver Opportunity 
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 In addition to overseeing Public Defender’s Offices, 
the IDC is responsible for certifying court-appointed 
attorneys.  

 An attorney maintains certification biennially by 
notifying the IDC of completion of at least six hours 
of IDC and/or Continuing Legal Education (CLE) 
seminars. 

 IDC offers some free one-hour afternoon seminars 
for public defenders and court-appointed attorneys. 

 Once a year, the IDC convenes a one-day Public 
Defender Conference that provides six hours of 
training, including one hour of legal ethics. 

 

Indigent Defense Commission (IDC) 
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 IDC is open to collaborating with the Commission, but is 
unable to assist with funding (matching dollars or other 
financial assistance). 

− Promote guidelines training as an option for                    
court-appointed attorneys wanting to re-certify                        
for felony work.   

− Free use of training room at IDC office 
(accommodates up to 35).  

− Possible use of Roanoke satellite training facility                
free of charge. 

− Assist in contacting Virginia Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers (annual conference in October). 

 

 

Indigent Defense Commission (IDC) 
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 IDC recommends shortening guidelines training 
for court-appointed attorneys from a full day to 
½ day to better accommodate attorney needs. 

 

 

Indigent Defense Commission (IDC) 
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